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THE AMERICAN CLASSICAL LEAGUE 
First Annual Meeting 

By vote of the Council, the First Annual Meeting of 
the American Classical League was set for the Hotel 
Sinton, Cincinnati, June 23-24. 

The programme, as carried out, was as follows: 

Wednesday morning, Meeting of the Council. 

Wednesday afternoon: Address of Welcome, 
Charles P. Taft; The New Six- Year Classical High 
School of Cincinnati, Randall J. Condon, Superinten- 
dent of the Cincinnati Public Schools, Principal Davis, 
Walnut Hills High School, Cincinnati; Latin Plays for 
Schools, Edith Rice, Germantown High School, Phila- 
delphia; Latin Training for Business Positions, A. S. 
Perkins, Dorchester High School, Boston; American 
Work at Old Corinth (illustrated), B. H. Hill, Director 
of the American School at Athens; Latin as an Inter- 
national Language, W. A. Oldfather, University of 
Illinois; Latin Songs for High Schools, R. C. Flickinger, 
Northwestern University. 

Thursday morning: Business Meeting; Address, 
Good Usage, Lane Cooper, Cornell University. 

At the meeting of the Council Professors West, 
Flickinger, and Knapp, and Miss Rice were present. 
The report of the President and the Financial State- 
ment made by the President, as acting Secretary- 
Treasurer, were both adopted. Certain resolutions 
were approved, for presentation to the Business Meet- 
ing of the Association (see below). 

At the Business Meeting the Report of the President 
and the Financial Statement were adopted by the Asso- 
ciation. The following resolutions, previously approved 
by the Council, were also adopted: 

"(1) That the fiscal year of the League begin Septem- 
ber 1 of each year. 

(2) Whereas a full and accurate inquiry into the 
status of the Classics in our Secondary Schools is very 
desirable, 

And Whereas the American Classical League is 
informed that the General Education Board is favorable 
to the undertaking of such an inquiry and is also favor- 
able to defraying the reasonable expenses of such an 
inquiry, 

And Whereas the American Classical League is the 
only national body representing all the leading Classical 
Associations of the United States, 

Resolved that the President of the American Classical 
League is hereby authorized to appoint a Special Com- 
mittee which shall have complete power to negotiate 
this matter with the General Education Board and to 
select an Advisory Committee and expert investigators 
to conduct the inquiry. 

And Be It Further Resolved that the said Special 
Committee is also empowered to take whatever other 
steps may in their judgment seem advisable, in connec- 
tion with the proposed inquiry. 

(3) That the President be authorized to use the funds 
of the League for needed clerical assistance and running 
expenses". 

On report of the Nominating Committee (Professor 
George M. Boiling and Miss Julia Bentley) the following 
officers were elected: President, Andrew F. West, 
Princeton University; Vice-President, Paul Shorey, 
University of Chicago; Secretary-Treasurer, Professor 
Shirley Weber, Princeton University; and the following 
elective members of the Council, W. L. Carr, University 
of Chicago High School, Anna P. MacVay, Wadleigh 
High School, Clifford H. Moore, Harvard University, 
H. C. Nutting, University of California, Edith Rice, 
Germantown High School, Frances E. Sabin, Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin, B. L. Ullman, State University of 
Iowa. 



The following report of the Committee on Resolutions 
(Professors Charles Knapp and O. F. Long) was 
adopted: 

"The American Classical League, assembled at its 
first annual meeting, desires to register with pleasure its 
appreciation of the courtesies extended to it in connec- 
tion with its meeting and of the admirable and un- 
stinted services which made its success possible. 

Therefore Be It Resolved, that the thanks of the 
American Classical League be extended to Mr. Charles 
P. Taft, to the Classical Club of Cincinnati, to the local 
Committee of Arrangements, and to the Hotel Sinton. 

Be It Resolved Further, that the American Classical 
League express its thanks to Professor Andrew F. West 
for his self-denying and efficient services as President 
and as acting Secretary- Treasurerduring the past year". 

The following resolution was adopted: 

"Resolved, that the President be authorized to 
appoint a committee of the American Classical League 
which shall cooperate with the Committee for the 
United States of the National Research Council in 
considering the question of an International Auxiliary 
Language, without authority, however, to commit the 
League to any policy or recommendation". 

The President appointed Professor W. A. Oldfather, 
of the University of Illinois, with power to add other 
members to the Committee if and as desired. 

The Report of the President was as follows: 

"As President I have the honor to present the follow- 
ing report of our first year of activity, the academic 
year 1919-1920. 

1. The League was organized July 3, 1919 at Mil- 
waukee by adopting a Constitution, electing officers and 
members of the Council and adopting several proposals 
for carrying on our work. 

2. The first work to be done was the enrolment of 
members, which now amounts to 11 72 — a very gratify- 
ing result for the first year of effort. A list of our 
members is appended to this report. As the dues paid 
came in at various times, a difficulty has arisen as to 
the date of their expiration. To grant as full an exten- 
sion as possible and to ensure uniformity for the future, 
I suggest that the annual dues for the coming year and 
for each year thereafter be dated as beginning on Sep- 
tember 1 — beginning with September 1, 1920. 

3. The next work taken in hand was the publication 
of pamphlets advocating the cause of classical education. 
These were sold slightly below cost in order to secure a 
prompt and wide circulation. . . . 

We have also handled or sent information to inquirers 
regarding other publications. The demand for litera- 
ture has been large and would be much larger if we had 
sufficient office force to handle it. Even with our 
limited resources we have made a most satisfactory 
beginning. 

4. Another work was the stimulation of local Classical 
Clubs by correspondence or visits. The most marked 
feature of the year has been the increase in city Classical 
Clubs, notably in the growth of the Cincinnati Classical 
Club, and the gain in the Clubs of New York, Boston, 
Philadelphia, and Chicago. It is an encouraging sign. 
Much more can be done, especially if friends of the 
Classics in business, professional, and social circles are 
added to our membership. 

5. In the course of the year I have spoken on behalf 
of classical education in New York, Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh, Columbus, the University of Indiana, 
Cornell University, Detroit, Denver, Colorado Springs, 
Los Angeles, San Francisco, and other places. Every- 
where there is a growing appreciation of the necessity 
in our liberal education, especially in our Schools, of 
better training in a few important studies in place of the 
present confused and confusing miscellany and a 
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growing recognition of the important part the Classics 
must play in bringing about a plan of studies which will 
furnish a real education. This recognition comes from 
practical men in business and professional and public 
life. If we can clarify our methods and adapt our 
teaching to the new situation we have everything good 
ahead of us. All old studies need to be restudied at 
periodic intervals in order to revise and perfect their 
methods of teaching. This duty is upon us now. If 
we can meet it with clear intelligence, we may look for a 
vigorous new era in American classical education. If we 
fail, our cause will be seriously injured. 

6. We need a comprehensive study of the classical 
situation throughout the land with a view to ascertain- 
ing all the pertinent facts and of indicating the most 
promising methods of improvement. We need to know 
what has been done, what ought to be done and what 
can be done. In this way alone will the truth about 
our classical teaching and its results be generally known 
and the way be cleared for improving the quality of 
classical education all over the land. 

We have not the means to conduct so large an inquiry. 
In this situation it would be well to state to the General 
Education Board that the American Classical League 
stands ready to conduct such an investigation and to 
ask of the General Education Board whether it will be 
willing to defray the expense. I beg to recommend that 
action be taken on this matter at the present meeting. 

7. The successful establishment of the six-year Classi- 
cal High School of Cincinnati is the most notable 
advance in High School education during the last 
decade. It has been widely and favorably noticed. 
It provides a High School of a new and a finer type and 
gives a powerful impulse to the growing movement for 
putting our entire Secondary education on a six-year 
basis. It is also a challenge to all loosely organized 
Secondary education. As its beneficent results accumu- 
late, year after year, there can be little doubt that the 
conviction that there is no good education without 
continuous intellectual training will be greatly strength- 
ened. 

8. The improvement of our teaching methods is now 
our urgent task. This is the best way both to answer 
objections and to strengthen our cause. Self-criticism 
is a necessary condition of progress. It is gratifying 
at the present time to notice the many helps to better 
teaching which are now appearing, such as improved 
textbooks, studies in the relation of Latin to English, 
illustrative charts, freer use of oral Latin, Latin songs 
and Latin plays. There is also an extensive demand 
for simple phrase books in both Greek and Latin. 
They would be a very useful auxiliary and would do 
much to familiarize students early with oral use of the 
language, and would thus remove the auditional dread 
we see in many pupils. These newer helps, large and 
small, will be welcomed. If we conduct a national 
investigation, they will make one of many topics to 
consider. 

I firmly believe the future of Latin and Greek in 
American education depends finally on the Schools, not 
on the Colleges. If we can begin earlier, adapting our 
methods wisely to earlier years, making Latin and 
Greek natural to young boys and girls, and continuing 
Latin through a six -year School course, we shall be able 
to produce students so well trained that their English, 
modern languages, and all other studies will show the 
benefit, the College will receive fewer illiterate students, 
and American education will be immensely improved. 

9. I was authorized to select a Secretary-Treasurer 
for the year and to meet necessary expenses. I was 
unable to secure a Secretary-Treasurer who would give 
the needed time to the work. So I have gone ahead 
with such temporary help as could be secured. I sub- 



mit a statement of our receipts and expenses at the end 
of this Report. Special thanks are due to Professor 
Arthur Howes, of the Central High School, Phila- 
delphia, for his timely help in raising by subscrip- 
tion the sum of $1,000 in Philadelphia, thus enabling us 
to meet the expenses of this meeting without depleting 
our existing balance. 

Andrew F. West, President". 

The Financial Statement, August 1, 1919 — June 19, 
1920, submitted by the President as Acting Secretary- 
Treasurer, was as follows: 

Receipts Expenditures 

From contribu- For Office Ex- 

tions $1,687.00 penses $553-97 

From sale of Publi- For postage . . . 82.64 

cations 223.82 For publications 258.91 

From dues ... . 347-25 For printing .. . $516.50 

For advertising 113.00 

$2,258.07 For running ex- 
penses local com- 
mittee, Cincinnati 
meeting .... 250.00 

$1,775.02 
Balance $483.05 

Cash in bank, August 1, 1919 $1,675.31 

Cash in bank, June 19, 1920 $2,158.36 

C. K. 
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The Foundations of Classic Architecture. By Herbert 
Langford Warren, A.M., Late Fellow of the 
American Institute of Architects and Dean of the 
Faculty of Architecture of Harvard University. 
Illustrated from Documents and Original Draw- 
ings. New York: The Macmillan Company 
(1919). Pp. vxi + 357; 119 Illustrations. $6.00. 
The death in 191 7 of Herbert Langford Warren was a 
serious loss not only to the profession which he adorned 
and to the institution which he had served with exem- 
plary devotion and distinguished success, but also to 
the interests of liberal, and especially of classical, cul- 
ture. His own artistic and cultural sympathies were so 
broad, his appreciation of the essential beauty and 
enduring value of the bequest of antiquity to the mod- 
ern world so enthusiastic and his understanding of it so 
penetrating, that his death in the full tide of his activity 
as a teacher and a writer was a real calamity. Born in 
England in 1857, the son of an American father and an 
English mother, educated in the Schools of England, 
Germany, and America, he laid broad and deep the 
foundations on which he built his own career, in which 
he united the active practice of his profession with the 
performance of his duties as a teacher of architecture. 
His literary output was modest in amount ; his gift as a 
writer of choice English developed comparatively late; 
but what his literary product lacked in quantity it more 
than made up in quality. His book, The Foundations 
of Classical Architecture, published from a manuscript 
left nearly complete at his death, is the most serious 
and discriminating contribution made in recent years 



